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NOTES TO CHAPTER III.

1. The agreement or understanding with Presi-
dent Buchanan which the South Carolina representa-
tives claim was arrived at on December 9, I860, is
thus stated in their own words :x

" Suffice it to say, that, considering the President
as bound in honor, if not by treaty-stipulations, not
to make any change in the forts or to send reinforce-
ments to them unless they were attacked, we of the
delegation who were elected to the convention felt
equally bound in honor to do everything on our part
to prevent any premature collision."

That intelligent persons should have believed it
possible that any sane man in Mr. Buchanan's place
should have entered into such an understanding as
this, is extraordinary indeed. To begin with, how
could an agreement that there should be no change
in the mode of holding the forts a unless they were
attacked," apply to Port Sumter, which was abso-
lutely defenceless, and could be taken at any mo-
ment ? It was perhaps possible for Fort Moultrie to
hold out long enough after the news of its being at-
tacked had reached Washington to allow of rein-
forcements being sent to its garrison ; but this was
confessedly out of the question as regarded Fort
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